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BHPAC MEETING MINUTES
Monday , July 27, 2026
11:00 AM – Adjournment

Meeting held via TEAMS
1. Call to order/Roll Call  
Members Present:
	Members Present
	Members Absent

	Sarah Dearborn
	Krista Hales

	Lori Kearse
	Drew Skeen

	Pearl Kim
	Allison Wall

	Ariana Saunders
	Michael Galper

	Jeneeah Girma
	Lauryn Nunley

	Isabella Tran
	Sam Kumar

	Montana Miller
	LaNesha Battle

	Tiffany Bearden
	

	Samantha Gowette
	

	Robyn Feese
	

	Jamie Ross
	

	Franklyn Morris
	


Quorum Met

2. Public Comment
No public comment
3. Possible Action: Approval of Meeting Minutes

Member Anna Binder made motion to approve minutes from the June 1st, 2026, meeting. Member Isabella Tran seconded the motion to approve.
All members approved the meeting minutes.
4. For Information and Discussion - Council Member Updates and Introductions
Ariana Saunders began by discussing that the council has new members and would like each one to introduce themselves. New member, Samantha Gowett introduced herself and provided information about her background and who she is with. Next new member Robyn Feese introduced herself and provided her background with the Department of Corrections.
Ariana Saunders discussed importance of the next meeting in September as the re-voting on the chair and vice chair for this council will occur.
Anna Binder discussed that she will be running for chair and discussed an invitation to all members for the statewide task force for suicide prevention month.


5. For Possible Action, Information and Discussion - Presentation on Community Mental Health Services (CMHS) block Grant SFY27 from Division of Public and Behavioral Health.
Helen Byrd with Community Mental Health Services and the Division of Public and Behavioral provided a power point presentation to all in attendance. Helen presented information on the Mental Health Block Grant, she provided definitions of serious mental illness and serious emotional disturbance, Mental Health Block Grant application info, BHPAC feedback request, programs, strategic plan priority areas and proposed federal changes.
Member Lori Kearse had a question about receiving grant money and why with the Carson City School District and supporting increase in social workers. Lori was curious why it's not being expanded to certified individuals. Helen Byrd answered by stating that through the RFA process were limited to the applications we receive.
Member Anna Binder commented on legislative funding and being part of the Listserv to follow grant and funding information. Anna was also curious to see if a 988 update was available for all attending.
Rachel Isherwood, who is with the Division of Public and Behavioral Health started by sharing that she will not provide updates on the anti-stigma campaign but will comment on 988. A marketing release just occurred with the media a few months ago. A website has been created promoting the new 988 logo and a new update will be provided during the next BPAC meeting.
Member Anna Binder asked about the quarterly status report meetings and mentioned that Nevada is one of only a few states that have a decrease in suicide numbers in the nation. Anna had a question about the WebEgas website and navigation and uploading PDFs. Helen Byrd answered by saying they meet with a project officer from SAMHSA regarding spending and can share those presentations if need be. Helen also mentioned that they do indeed receive quarterly reports and what data is required from community partners.
Member Jamie Ross had a question on how to submit corrections after reviewing the presentation. Helen Byrd suggested an email and provided the email address and who to contact.
6. For Possible Action, Information and Discussion - Future Meeting Agenda Planning
Member Pearl Kim brought up that she would like to have a four member data subcommittee. However, member Anna Binder brought up that one has been formed already, but she would get with Kim to discuss offline. Kim would like to organize the first meeting once they are ready to go. Anna wanted to know if staff were ready to get this rolling. Tierra Sears with the Division of Public and Behavioral Health reached out and stated they are ready and are just waiting for the council members to reach out for scheduling.
Member Lori Kearse wanted to propose in the future a presentation from the director of the city of Las Vegas Parks and Recreation to provide information to the committee on how the services prevent and intervene with substance abuse and mental health.

7.  Public Comment
Tierra Sears wanted to remind the council that the next meeting will take place on September 14th at 11:00 AM. During that meeting a presentation on the substance use block grant will be shared with all in attendance.
No other public comment
8. Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 12:23 PM
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