
THE POWER OF A WISH 

PARTNERING WITH 
NEVADA RARE DISEASE ADVISORY COUNCIL 

TO SUPPORT CHILDREN WITH RARE BLOOD DISEASES



MAKE-A-WISH®

AT A GLANCE 

HOW DID IT ALL BEGIN?



Key Events: 1980 to Present
• 1980: Chris Greicius receives his wish to be a 

Phoenix police officer. His wish includes such details 
as a custom-made police officer uniform and a 
motorcycle proficiency test with traffic cones. 

• 1981: Make-A-Wish ® is formed; the first official wish 
kid, Frank “Bopsy” Salazar, has his wish granted.

• 1993: Make-A-Wish International is formed.

• 2010: The first World Wish Day® is celebrated on 
April 29, the anniversary of Chris Greicius’ wish, in 
37 countries to recognize 30 years of wish granting.

• 2023: Make-A-Wish has granted more than 500,000 
wishes in the U.S. and its territories.



OUR MISSION

Together, we create life-changing 
wishes for children with 

critical illnesses.

OUR VISION

To grant the wish of every eligible
child.



Our Chapter
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• Make-A-Wish ® Nevada has been a 
beacon of hope and joy for children facing 
critical illnesses since our chapter's 
founding in 1982. In 1996, the chapter 
split into two, dedicated to serving the 
Southern and Northern Nevada regions.

• As of September of 2024, we celebrate a 
new era with the reunification of the 
Nevada chapter, coming together as one 
to grant even more life-changing wishes. 
United, we are stronger, and our impact 
has been profound - granting over 2,800 
wishes to children across Nevada since 
1982.



WHERE YOU CAN FIND US:

9950 Covington Cross Dr.
Las Vegas, NV 89144

On the Allegiant Campus
Town Center/Summerlin Parkway
7,000 Square Feet

ABOUT THE TEAM:

• 20 staff members

• 300+ volunteers

• 186 wishes granted in FY24

• 158 so far for FY25

• Average cost of a wish (includes 
cash and in-kind donations) for our 
chapter, $10,000 to $15,000



The Wish Process
Referral, Eligibility and How We Grant Wishes



Referral and Eligibility
Referral

Referral criteria, eligibility guidance and our online referral form can be accessed 
at the following link: Medical Wish Referral

Step 1: Ensure the family is aware of the Make-A-Wish referral. 
Step 2: Once the family approves, submit the referral online. 
Step 3: Make-A-Wish staff receives the referral and sends a Diagnosis Verification form to the 
provider listed on the referral. This is an electronic form sent via a password protected link.
Step 4: Provider completes Diagnosis Verification form and Eligibility Review process by our 
National Medical Affairs team begins. 

Eligibility Review

Our National Medical Affairs team reviews the child’s case, based on information 
submitted by the provider, and determines eligibility.

Once eligibility has been determined by National (either Qualifies or Does Not 
Qualify), Make-A-Wish staff will update the provider and family.

https://wish.org/medical-referral


Eligibility
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Visit: www.md.wish.org

http://www.md.wish.org/


Eligibility
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Visit: www.md.wish.org

https://wish.org/medical-referral


Online Referral Process
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Or Visit: www.md.wish.org to refer a child today!

http://www.md.wish.org/


Getting Started
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Referrer Information
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Child & Family Information

15



Medical Information
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Medical Information
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Diagnosis Verification Form



Medical Wish Clearance 
Form



Simple Wishes

Complex Wishes

https://youtu.be/8PI7tebwkio


Why wishes matter to your 
patients and YOU

Referral sources, stats & facts
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Why A Wish?

8 10
of health care 
professionals 
reported that a 
wish 
experience is a 
necessary part of 
a child’s 
treatment 
journey. 

out of

9   10out of

medical providers say a wish 
increases compliance with 
treatment.

9   10
wish parents say that their child’s 
wish experience strengthened 
their relationships with loved 
ones.

out of

out of9   10
wish kids report that they 
felt more joyful, 
confident, and hopeful 
for their future following 
their wish. 

–National survey of the Make-A-Wish "community," including health care professionals, wish families and volunteers, conducted in 2022.



Wish Kids and Families say…
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91% of wish alumni said their wish improved their overall quality of life. 

of wish parents believe that a wish is a necessary part of a child’s 
medical treatment journey. 91% 

93% of wish parents said they experienced traumatic stress as a result of their 
child's critical illness. 

95% of wish parents as well as 92% wish alumni agree their wish brought their 
family closer together. 

94% of wish parents said their wish improved their family’s well-being. 
93% of wish alumni agreed. 

95% of wish parents saw their child’s emotional well-being improve through the 
wish experience. 

98% of wish alumni said their wish improved their well-being. 



What Doctors Have to Say…

The Medical Impact of a Wish

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VCYBfOMFpX0&t=1s


Current Medical Outreach
Eligible Referrals:

• 201 – as of today (FY25)
• 158 (FY24)
• 193 (FY23)
• 164 (FY22)
• 86 (FY21 – pandemic year)
 

Top 5 Wish Child Diagnosis:

• Leukemia
• Cancer
• Congenital Heart Disease
• Respiratory Disorder
• Nervous System Disorder

Top Referral Source Clinics:

• Cure 4 The Kids Foundation
• Children’s Lung Specialist & Cystic 

Fibrosis Center of Nevada
• Children’s Heart Center of Nevada
• ProCare Hospice
• 1Care Kids
• Renown Hospital
• Primary Children’s Hospital*
These facilities exist outside the MAWNV region but still provide treatment 
and care for our wish children.

Other Referral Source Clinics**:

• DaVita Dialysis Centers
• Neurology Specialists
• UNLV Medicine
• UMC/Sunrise/Summerlin Hospital
**These clinics don’t actively refer children but treat children that receive 
wishes from our chapter.



We need your HELP! 
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2025
PREVALENCE VS. INCIDENCE

• Prevalence is the number of individuals in a population 
who have a specific disease at a specified period of time, 
regardless
of when they first developed or were diagnosed with it.

• Incidence is the number of individuals in a population 
who develop a disease (i.e. new cases) in a specified time 
period.

• Recovery and fatality reflects the number of individuals 
that exit the disease pool over a specified time period.
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2025 Prevalence and Incident 
Report

Predicted Qualified – 243
Actual Qualified – 149

Potential Kids We Missed - 94



WISH IMPACT
Wish kid stories



Wish Highlight

Jayden’s wish to have Acting Lessons!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUgV2Kphy3s


Wish Highlight

ZaRiyah's wish to have a petting zoo birthday party!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ro7Np6qLNc


Contact Information & Links
Staff Contact for Referral & 

Eligibility Questions/Information 
Marcia Buendia

Outreach Manager
Direct: 702-602-7495

marciab@nv.wish.org

Medical Wish Referral Site
wish.org/medical -referral

Make-A-Wish Nevada Chapter Site
wish.org/nv



Questions?
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