NEWBORN HEARING SCREENING
FOLLOW-UP GUIDELINES

Detecting hearing loss is critical to child development. Hearing loss is one of the most
common birth defects. If left undetected it can negatively impact language acquisition,
speech, academics, and social and emotional development. Following these guidelines
from the state Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program ensures every

infant receives the best care.

BY1MONTH

Hearing screenings should be
performed prior to leaving the
birthing facility. If the baby does
not pass the hearing screen in
one or both ears, a rescreen at 1-
3 weeks of age is strongly
encouraged:

» Always rescreen both ears

« Ifinitially screened with
AABR, rescreen with
AABR if possible

« Ifinitially screened with
OAE, rescreen with
OAE or AABR

* The screening facility and
all rescreen providers
should report results to the
state EHDI Program
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BY 3 MONTHS

If the rescreen is not passed, a
diagnostic hearing evaluation
with a pediatric audiologist is
needed, who is able to perform
the following:

+ Click Auditory Brainstem
Response (ABR)

Frequency Specific Tone Burst
ABR

Bone Conduction ABR, if
needed

High Frequency
Tympanometry

Otoacoustic Emissions
(OAE), optional

The audiologist should report
results to the state EHDI
Program
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BY 6 MONTHS

If child is identified as being
deaf or hard of hearing, the
following steps should be taken:

* Enrollmentin an Early
Intervention (El) program

* Amedical examination by an
Ear,Nose, and Throat (ENT)
physician

Hearing aid consultation
with a pediatric
audiologist

The Early Intervention provider
should report results to the
state EHDI Program or
document in their data
management system
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